ECO Mobile Satellite Service (MSS) –
Submission dates: 30-10-2013 - 20-12-2013 
Introduction: 
It is proposed to use this format of a questionnaire for MSS information. The results will be uploaded in the EFIS database, which constitutes the core element of the spectrum inventory. This will minimise the risk that lack of information in EFIS, due to licence exempt usage, would give the  wrong impression that the bands are not effectively used. 
Background: 
An important aspect of the Commission’s 2010 Radio Spectrum Policy Programme (RSPP), is the implementation of a spectrum inventory. The aim of this inventory is enable the EU, with the assistance of the Member States, to identify the real use of radio spectrum and in particular to identify frequency bands in which efficiency could be improved to cater for spectrum demands and as such help to identify at least 1200 MHz of suitable spectrum for wireless broadband networks by 2015. 
It is crucial that the satellite bands are reflected in the inventory to avoid that the spectrum appears to be lying vague. At the moment, spectrum usage for satellite services is underrepresented mainly due to the fact that
· it is largely licence exempt use 
· there is no mechanism for a managing administrations to introduce information on a pan-CEPT scale
To be clear, the information does not need to provide any information on orbital position as the purpose of the inventory only relates to use of spectrum in abstract of effective use of orbital positions. 
Proposal:
In order to overcome potential negative conclusions due to absence of relevant information, it is proposed that ESOA makes use of the letter of understanding with the CEPT and provides relevant information into the EFIS database maintained by the European Communications Office (ECO) on the basis of a questionnaire. 
In the implementation act on the practicalities of the Inventory, the Commission has identified different sources of information, rather than on single centralised database. However, the Commission has issued in September 2012 a mandate to  CEPT to collect information through expansion of an database (EFIS), maintained by ECO. This  EFIS database became in effect the core element of the inventory. It is also a single point of entry which makes it far more convenient for satellite operators than having to contact each and every national database in the Member States. The relevance of EFIS was confirmed in March 2013 by an implementing decision from the Radio Spectrum Committee which defined uniform formats and a methodology based on ECO questionnaires [1]. 
The questionnaire avoids a level of granular information on the number of terminals, average usage, and location of terminals that could lead to undesirable conclusions in terms of spectrum policy. The intention is to use this concept for all satellite bands currently in use (L, extended L, C, Ka and Ku) even if some fall outside of the scope of the EU inventory.
This questionnaire deals with the MSS usage under allocations in the following frequency bands: 
	1518.0 - 1525.0 MHz

	1525.0 - 1559.0 MHz

	1610.0 – 1626.5 MHz

	1626.5 - 1660.5 MHz

	1668.0 – 1670.0 MHz

	1670.0 - 1675.0 MHz



[1] Extract from ECC newsletter: “In parallel, EU Member States in the Radio Spectrum Committee decided in March 2013 on the Commission Implementing Decision defining the practical arrangements, uniform formats and a methodology in relation to the radio spectrum inventory. The Decision foresees that Member States shall ensure that the relevant information already collected pursuant to the Commission’s ‘EFIS’ Decision (2007/344/EC) is provided by the European Communications Office to the Commission, so as to minimise the administrative burden, i.e. via EFIS. This latest Implementing Decision will also require Member States to cooperate with the Commission to increase the data available on spectrum use, in comparable formats (e.g. by using CEPT electronic questionnaires) for all frequency bands between 400 MHz and 6 GHz, in a step-by-step approach by 31 December 2015. “
WGFM#78 also welcomed the initiative from satellite service stakeholders and invited the ESOA (European Satellite Operators Association) to make proposals for spectrum inventory information on satellite services. Project Team FM44 was tasked to consider the proposals after stakeholders will have made proposals in a first step.
It is planned that ESOA will collect the relevant information from its members and respond to this questionnaire.
Summary of the Answers
Questions: 
The questions about the number of satellites concern those with coverage over the CEPT countries (this includes the Russian Federation) 
	Responding organisation: 
	European Satellite Operators Association (ESOA)

	Country: 
	

	Address: 
	

	E-mail: 
	sg@esoa.net

	Contact name: 
	Aarti Holla-Maini (Mrs), Secretary General



Question 1: How many satellites are there in each sub-band in operation or under procurement 
	Satellites in operation 
	Satellites under procurement 

	1518.0-1525.0 MHz 1 

1525.0-1559.0 MHz 9 

1610.0-1626.5 MHz 0 

1626.5-1660.5 MHz 9 

1668.0-1670.0 MHz 1 

1670.0-1675.0 MHz 1 
	1518.0-1525.0 MHz None currently under procurement. However, it is intended that a follow-on satellite/(s) will continue provision of service in this band. 

1525.0-1559.0 MHz None currently under procurement. However, it is intended that a follow-on satellite/(s) will continue provision of service in this band. 

1610.0-1626.5 MHz - 

1626.5-1660.5 MHz None currently under procurement. However, it is intended that a follow-on satellite/(s) will continue provision of service in this band. 

1668.0-1670.0 MHz None currently under procurement. However, it is intended that a follow-on satellite/(s) will continue provision of service in this band. 

1670.0-1675.0 MHz None currently under procurement. However, it is intended that a follow-on satellite/(s) will continue provision of service in this band. 


Question 2: For each satellite, 
how many units of use are in operation (e.g. X MHz)? 
In Europe, Inmarsat operates in the bands 1518-1525 MHz (s-E) and 1668-1675 MHz (E-s) and in parts of the bands 1525-1559 MHz (s-E) and 1626.5-1660.5 MHz (E-s). The latter bands are subject to an annual co-ordination process among the L band satellite operators of Regions 1 and 3 that determines the specific sub-bands used by Inmarsat and other operators. There are currently 7 operators participating in this process which have been assigned spectrum and although most of these are not based in the CEPT, their services are often also available in CEPT countries. Therefore usage is greater than by CEPT based operators only. 

which countries are covered by the footprint of each satellite? 
In the bands 1518-1525 MHz and 1668-1675 MHz: 
1 satellite covers all CEPT countries. 
In the bands 1525-1559 and 1626.5-1660.5 MHz: 
4 satellites cover all CEPT countries 
1 satellite covers all CEPT countries except ISL 
3 satellites cover RUS only 
1 satellite covers the following: AND, AUT, BEL, CVA, D, DNK, E, F, G, HOL, I, IRL, ISL, LIE, LUX, MCO, MLT, NOR, POR, SMR, SUI 
Question 3: Please add special aspects in the MSS frequency range 
high receive only population? 

None

special applications? 

None

other? 

Provision of Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS) services in accordance with IMO Resolution 1001 
Provision of AMS(R)S services as per WRC Resolutions 222 and 422 
[bookmark: _GoBack]MSS services are typically used by market segments such as ships and aircraft for which there is no alternative means of communication. 

Communications in all of the sub-bands is largely critical communications, either because it is used by aid and rescue workers when other terrestrial infrastructure is wiped out or overloaded or by industries of strategic importance such as oil and gas. 
